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AFRICA'S INDUSTRIAL FUTURE IN FOCUS
AS DURBAN HOSTS SADC SUMMIT

Critical Minerals Transformation
in Pursuit of a Just World’, the
event focuses on strengthening
regional trade, expanding
industrial capacity, and creating
sustainable jobs.

In his opening address,
eThekwini Mayor Councillor Cyril
Xaba said Durban was pleased
to host the strategic summit,
positioning the City as a gateway
for African trade and industrial
growth.

He also urged African nations
to fast-track the implementation
of the African Continental
Free Trade Area by removing
trade barriers and improving
infrastructure to unlock
economic growth.

The 9™ SADC Industrialisation Week takes place from 27 to 31 July at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli International Delivering a keynote address,
Convention Centre, and aims to promote regional development, investment, and economic transformation. Minister of Trade, Industry

and Competition Parks Tau

FRICAN leaders have Albert Luthuli International and technical sessions, challenged African countries
called for urgent Convention Centre on 27 July.  investment and trade facilitation © €nd their dependence on
action to transform the The event will run until 31 July.  discussions, and networking e‘>‘<port|ng raw materials.
continent from an exporter SADC Industrialisation Week and strategic business and We cannot continue exporting
of raw materials into a global is SADC's flagship week-long investment engagements. raw materials and importing
manufacturing powerhouse event to push regional industrial Held under the theme, ‘Open,  finished products. o
as the 9th Southern African development, investment, and  Resilient, Sustainable and Our future lies in beneficiation,
Development Community economic transformation. Inclusive Industrialisation advanced manufacturing, and ,
(SADC) Industrialisation Week It includes an exciting lineup  through Infrastructure building regional value chains.
officially kicked off at the Inkosi  of high-level policy dialogues Development, Agricultural and
ETHEKWINI Municipality’s infrastructure investment to strategy, accelerating investment rating outlook highlights that
strong financial position support economic growth, in critical infrastructure, and the Municipality’s approach of
has been affirmed, after improve service delivery, maintaining fiscal discipline investing in infrastructure while
independent rating agency GCR, and build a more resilient through a conservative debt maintaining financial discipline
provided an improved outlook metropolitan economy. profile, stable collection rates, is yielding positive results.
with an AA-(ZA) investment The move comes amid and continued access to funding  “We remain focused on
grade credit rating and A1+(ZA)  improved infrastructure delivery, in a challenging operating improving service delivery,
short term rating. This means stronger capital expenditure environment.” strengthening revenue
that the outlook has improved implementation, and prudent Mayor Xaba said this is an collection, reducing water
from negative to stable. financial management. important milestone for the losses, addressing repeat
It provides added confidence EThekwini Mayor Councillor City as it reflects real progress audit findings, and building
to investors, lenders, residents Cyril Xaba said: “The outcome in restoring financial stability, a financially resilient
and businesses that eThekwini is an independent endorsement  improving infrastructure delivery, Municipality,”
is strengthening its financial of progress in implementing and strengthening governance. concluded Mayor Xaba.
position while accelerating the Municipality’s financial The improvement in the credit
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CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS OF PROVIDING
ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE

SEVERAL programmes have
been implemented by the
City's Roads and Infrastructure
Management Directorate to
ensure the safety of motorists
and pedestrians as well as the
safe transport of goods.

Highlighting these
achievements is the City’s
Five-Year Service Delivery
Milestones campaign which
is being rolled out under the
theme, Asimile Siyaghuba:
Resilience Through Adversity.
It highlights service delivery
gains made during the 2021
to 2026 term of office.

Over the past five years,
eThekwini Municipality’s Roads
and Infrastructure Management
Directorate has delivered
one of its most ambitious
infrastructure improvement
programmes, strengthening
road networks, creating
employment opportunities, and
improving the quality of life for
communities across the City.

LOW VOLUME GRAVEL ROAD
UPGRADE PROGRAMME

A maijor highlight has been the
successful implementation of
the Low Volume Gravel Road
Upgrade Programme, which
saw more than 33 kilometres
of rural gravel roads upgraded
to improve access, road safety,
and connectivity for thousands
of residents living in rural and
peri-urban areas.

ZIBAMBELE POVERTY
ALLEVIATION PROGRAMME

The directorate has also
continued to place community
development at the heart of its
service delivery programmes.
Through the Zibambele Poverty
Alleviation Programme, nearly
6 000 beneficiaries have been
provided with sustainable
income opportunities while
maintaining more than 2 000
kilometres of the municipal
road network. The programme
has not only preserved critical
road infrastructure but has
also contributed to poverty

ETHEKWINI
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relief and local economic
development.

SIHLANZIMVELO STREAM
CLEANING PROGRAMME

Environmental sustainability
has remained a key priority
through the Sihlanzimvelo
Stream Cleaning Programme,
which has supported more than
100 community co-operatives
responsible for maintaining
approximately 530 kilometres
of streams. The initiative

has strengthened flood
prevention measures, improved
environmental management,
and created much-needed
employment opportunities.
Over the same five-year
period, the Municipality has
significantly accelerated the
rehabilitation of strategic road
infrastructure across Durban.
Through ongoing investment
in road resurfacing and
reconstruction, several major
transport routes have been
restored to improve traffic flow,
public transport efficiency,
pedestrian safety, and
economic activity.
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INNER CITY ROAD
REHABILITATION PROGRAMME

A significant milestone

was achieved during the
2025/26 financial year,

when the Municipality
invested approximately
R127.9 million in the Inner
City Road Rehabilitation
Programme. The investment
resulted in the successful
rehabilitation of 13 strategic
roads, covering approximately
65 lane kilometres of road
infrastructure and enabling the
directorate to exceed its annual
resurfacing target.

Maijor roads rehabilitated
include Umgeni Road, Dr
Pixley kaSeme Street, KE
Masinga Road, Masabalala
Yengwa Avenue, Sandile
Thusi Road, Margaret Mncadi
Avenue, Soldiers Way, Smiso
Nkwanyana Road, and
sections of the Inkosi Albert
Luthuli Freeway (M4). These
upgrades have improved some
of Durban’s busiest transport
corridors, benefiting thousands
of motorists, commuters,
businesses, freight operators,
and public transport users.

ASIMILE SIYAQHUBA

202(152026

REDUCING LONG-TERM
MAINTENANCE COSTS

Beyond road resurfacing,

the projects incorporated
improvements to stormwater
drainage systems, road
markings, sidewalks, and other
safety features, helping to
reduce long-term maintenance
costs while building more
resilient infrastructure capable
of supporting future growth.
These achievements reflect
the Roads and Infrastructure
Management Directorate’s
continued commitment over
the past five years to delivering
reliable infrastructure,
stimulating economic
development, creating
sustainable employment
opportunities, while building

a safer, more connected, and
investment-friendly eThekwini.
Through the dedication of
municipal teams, engineers,
contractors, and community
partners, the Municipality
continues to transform its road
network while improving the
lives of residents across

the City.
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PEWG ACCELERATES INFRASTRUCTURE

REGENERATION TO DRIVE INVESTMENT

THE PRESIDENTIAL eThekwini
Working Group (PeWG)

has advanced several key
infrastructure, economic, and
water-security interventions
aimed at unlocking
development in the City.

Led collaboratively by national
and municipal leadership,

the PeWG operational
workstreams are driving visible
improvements. In the July
monthly Co-Chairpersons
meeting, various progress
reports were tabled highlighting
strategic PeWG interventions.
A major economic highlight is
Toyota’s reaffirmed R10 billion
investment in its eThekwini
plant to manufacture the next
generation of the Toyota Hilux.
To protect this critical socio-
economic footprint in the
South Durban Basin, the group
is fast-tracking the uMlazi
Canal Upgrade. Stakeholders
have finalised the scope of a
comprehensive R310 million
feasibility study to mitigate
flood risks and secure blended
public-private financing for
the eventual R4.5 billion
canal infrastructure overhaul.
Significant progress is also

evident across spatial and
transport networks. The
eThekwini Integrated Public
Transport Network remains
firmly on track for its December
2026 service launch.
Meanwhile, the multi-million-
rand rehabilitation of Everton
Road has been completed,
restoring an essential suburban-
business artery. Under
Workstream 5, the South
African National Roads Agency
is overseeing 18 community
development projects valued

at R391.5 million along the
critical N2 and N3 transport

corridors.

Operationally, the eThekwini
Water and Sanitation
Directorate has successfully
established its turnaround and
governance frameworks. Non-
revenue water has decreased by
three percent, bringing the level
down to 55.7 percent.

On the safety front, the metro
has intensified its crackdown
on illegally occupied buildings.
Chairperson Mike Mabuyakhulu
said President Cyril Ramaphosa
is impressed by the
improvements being made in
eThekwini.

CITY RECORDS
PROGRESS IN
RESOLVING AUDIT
FINDINGS

THE Executive Committee
(EXCO) has welcomed progress
made in strengthening
governance, accountability, and
internal controls through the
implementation of Internal Audit
and Auditor-General action plans.
An update presented to EXCO,
covering the reporting period
ending 31 March 2026 and
tracked to June 2026, reflects
the Municipality’s commitment
to addressing audit findings and
improving financial governance.
As at 31 March 2026, 54
percent of internal audit findings
had been resolved, compared
with 48 percent at the end of
December 2025. OQutstanding
matters continue to receive
focused attention, with priority
given to those unresolved for
more than 180 days. EXCO

also received an update on

the 13 material irregularities
identified by the Auditor-General
between 2020/21 and 2025/26.
EThekwini City Manager Musa
Mbhele emphasised stronger
accountability measures,
including incorporating audit
action plan implementation into
Executive Directors’ performance
assessments.

ETHEKWINI COMPLETES KEY ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY
REFORM COMMITMENTS

ETHEKWINI Municipality
has reached an important
milestone in its electricity
and energy reform journey
after completing the eight
minimum commitments
approved by Council during
the 2024/25 financial year for
implementation in 2025/26.
This achievement is an
important step in the City's
electricity trading services
reform programme and
positions the Electricity and
Energy Directorate to access
additional capital funding in
the 2026/27 financial year.

Subject to an Independent

Verification Assessment in the
first quarter of 2026/27, the
Municipality will be eligible to
access R367 million through
the Urban Development
Financing Grant (UDFG). This
funding is significant, as it
represents about 44 percent of
the directorate's capital budget
and will support investment

in electricity infrastructure,
improve service reliability and
contribute to the long-term
sustainability of the City's
electricity network.

Several important

changes have already

been implemented. These
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include the signing of a
Service Compact with the
Municipality, the approval of a
Single Point of Management
Accountability (SPoMA), the
adoption of a business and
investment plan supported by
a financial business model,
and the approval of a revised
organisational structure to
support the Directorate's
expanded role.

Together, these reforms move
the directorate from planning
to implementation and
provide a stronger foundation
for a modern, accountable
and financially sustainable
Electricity and Energy

Directorate.

The next step is the
Independent Verification
Assessment, where the
Municipality's evidence will
be reviewed to confirm that
all reform requirements
have been met. A successful
assessment will unlock

the R367 million UDFG
allocation for the 2026/27
financial year.

This funding will help

the City invest in critical
electricity infrastructure,
improve service reliability,
respond to future electricity
demand and support
economic growth.
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OVER R127 MILLION INVESTED
FOR ROAD UPGRADE PROGRAMME

THE City has reached a major
milestone in its ongoing efforts
to revitalise Durban’s inner
city through the successful
implementation of its Inner
City Road Rehabilitation
Programme.

During the 2025/26 financial
year, the Municipality invested
approximately R127.9 million
in the rehabilitation of 13
strategic roads across the inner
city and surrounding areas.
The programme resulted in
the upgrade of approximately
65 lane-kilometres of road
infrastructure.

Major roads rehabilitated
through the programme
include Umgeni Road, Dr
Pixley ka Seme Street, K E
Masinga Road, Masabalala
Yengwa Avenue, Sandile
Thusi Road, Margaret Mncadi
Avenue, Soldiers Way, Smiso
Nkwanyana Road, and the
Inkosi Albert Luthuli Freeway
(M4), among others.

The extensive works have
significantly improved
conditions along key transport

During the 2025/26 financial year, the Municipality invested
approximately R127.9 million in the rehabilitation of 13 strategic
roads across the inner city and surrounding areas.

corridors used daily by
thousands of commuters,
residents, businesses, and
public transport operators. In
addition to road resurfacing,
the projects have enhanced
stormwater drainage systems,
improved pedestrian and road
safety, and reduced long-term
maintenance requirements.
The Municipality commends
the dedication and
professionalism of its

engineers, project managers,
technical teams, and
contractors whose collaborative
efforts ensured the successful
delivery of the projects.
Acting Deputy Head of

Roads and Infrastructure
Management, Thanda Zulu,
said the Municipality remains
committed to sustaining

the momentum of the

Inner City Regeneration
Programme through continued

ENGINEERS REVIEW SHEPSTONE STREET FEEDBACK

ETHEKWINI Municipality
wishes to update residents
and stakeholders on the public
participation process regarding
the pilot conversion of
Shepstone Street from one-way
to two-way traffic.

Following the closure of
the public comment period,

all feedback received from
residents, businesses,
commuters, and other affected
stakeholders has been
consolidated and submitted

to the eThekwini Transport
Authority (ETA) engineers for
detailed assessment.

The Municipality is currently
awaiting the outcome of the
technical review process. Once
the engineers have completed
their assessment and provided
recommendations, the
Municipality will communicate
the final decision to the public
on whether the current two-way

traffic arrangement will remain
in place or whether the road
will revert to its previous one-
way configuration.

In August 2025, the ETA
implemented a pilot project
converting Shepstone Street,
between Dr Langalibalele Dube
Street and Bell Street, from
a one-way to a two-way traffic
flow system. The initiative
was introduced to improve
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accessibility and safety for
motorists travelling to and from
the Point precinct.

The pilot forms part of
the Municipality’s broader
Inner City Revitalisation
Programme, which seeks to
enhance mobility, stimulate
economic growth, attract
investment, create employment
opportunities, and improve the
overall attractiveness of the city
centre.

Before the pilot project,
Shepstone Street
accommodated three
northbound traffic lanes and
a cycling lane. Under the trial
configuration, the roadway
was modified to accommodate
two lanes of traffic in each
direction.

The Municipality thanks all
residents and stakeholders who
participated in the consultation
process.

infrastructure investment.
“An investment of nearly
R128 million in our inner
city road network reflects the
Municipality’s commitment
to rebuilding critical
infrastructure, improving
the movement of people

and goods, and creating an
environment that supports
economic growth, investment,
and job creation. The success
of the Inner City Road
Rehabilitation Programme is
already delivering tangible
benefits,” said Zulu.

Zulu added that the
programme also highlights
the valuable contribution of
the Municipality’s internal
roads teams. “Of the 13
roads rehabilitated during
the 2025/26 financial year,
four projects were completed
entirely by municipal teams,
while another project

was delivered through a
combination of internal and
contracted resources. This
demonstrates the expertise
within the Municipality.”

BUSINESS EXPO
TO UNLOCK
OPPORTUNITIES

TOWNSHIP entrepreneurs
and small business owners
from Inanda, Ntuzuma, and
KwaMashu (INK), are set

to benefit from networking,
market access and business
development opportunities
when the INK eKasi Business
Expo takes place on 31 July
and 1 August at the Bridge City
Shopping Centre Field.

The expo will offer local
businesses free exhibition
space and the chance to
engage with industry leaders,
and build valuable business
networks. Entrepreneurs
interested in exhibiting can
register online at: https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQL
ScsTnMiPjiLb7Z91620iaRXkk
MvsyGjiiuxOoe_QOidD3dJUQ/
viewform?usp=publish-editor.

AT,
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MILESTONE DURBAN FASHION

FAIR THEME IGITES EXCITEMENT

= it

THE COUNTDOWN to the 15th
edition of the Durban Fashion
Fair (DFF) is underway, with the
Class of 2026 DFF Mentees
already transforming this year’s
milestone theme ‘Where Legacy
Lives’ into bold new fashion
collections.

Taking place in September, the
DFF15 Showcase will celebrate
15 years of discovering and
nurturing South Africa’s next
generation of fashion talent.

For the Class of 2026, it

will also mark a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to debut
their collections during the
programme’s landmark edition.

Class of 2026 mentee
Hendrieka Booi said being
selected to showcase during the
15th anniversary edition is both
an honour and a dream come
true.

“l am excited to tell my story
of legacy and what it means for
the fashion industry through my
garments. | have followed the
DFF programme for many years
and now have the opportunity
to be part of this milestone
edition,” she said.

Fellow mentee Mbali Mkhize
said the theme challenged her
to create designs that honour
the past while embracing
the future. “The theme to

Inspiration is flowing as the Class of 2026 DFF mentees begin design-
ing collections for the landmark DFF15 Showcase. This year’s theme,
‘Where Legacy Lives’, is already shaping the future of fashion.

me represents the meeting
point between heritage and
innovation. | am excited to
bring that vision to life through
my collection, and | believe it
will resonate with audiences,”
she said.

The DFF Mentorship
Programme is a key element
of eThekwini Municipality’s
flagship fashion development
initiative, equipping
emerging designers with
technical production skills,
business development, brand
management and access to

local and international markets.

Over the past 15 years,
the programme has
produced successful fashion

entrepreneurs who have
established brands, studios,
and manufacturing businesses
while creating jobs and
contributing to the growth

of South Africa’s creative
economy.

This year’s showcase will also
feature renowned DFF alumni,
highlighting the programme’s
lasting legacy and impact on
the fashion industry.

Applications to showcase
at DFF15 remain open
until 31 July. Designers can
apply online at https://forms.
gle/9yHiqibirFNaxtLg9.

For enquiries, email

nondumiso.mthembu@durban.

gov.za or call 031 311 4500.

SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP
TO GROW DURBAN'S MARITIME ECONOMY

THE CITY has formalised

a strategic partnership

with NAVIGO, one of Italy’s
leading superyacht industry
organisations, to co-host the
internationally recognised
Yachting Aftersales and Refit
Experience (YARE) On Tour
Durban this year.

This decision paves the way for
Durban to host the inaugural
African edition of the YARE
Symposium in November
2026, with opportunities to

host again in 2027 and 2028.
The City’s Executive Committee
has approved funding of R5
million per year over the next
three financial years, subject to
budget approval.

Hosting YARE marks a
significant milestone in
Durban’s journey to becoming
a leading maritime and marine
tourism destination in Africa.
The event will bring together
international superyacht
captains, managers, shipyards,

marine service providers and
industry leaders to explore
investment opportunities, build
partnerships, and showcase
Durban’s growing maritime
capabilities.

This initiative forms part

of eThekwini Municipality’s
broader Inner City Regeneration
Programme which is designed
to stimulate economic

growth, attract investment,
strengthen tourism, and create
employment.

USHAKA VOTED
DURBAN'S BEST
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY

USHAKA Marine World has
once again proven why it
remains one of Durban’s
most beloved attractions,
proudly earning the title of
number one best outdoor
activity and family outing
in the prestigious Best of
Durban Readers’ Choice
Awards on 22 July.

This achievement reflects
the trust and support of the
community, as well as the
unforgettable experiences
that generations of visitors
have come to associate
with the iconic destination.

Chief Executive Officer
of uShaka Marine World
Ndabo Khoza said this
award is a testament to the
dedication and passion of
the entire uShaka Marine
World team.

“Every member of staff
plays a role in ensuring that
guests enjoy world-class
service, safe environments,
and exceptional attractions.
Their commitment to
excellence has helped
establish uShaka Marine
World as a leading tourism
and leisure destination,”
he said.

Khoza added that this
recognition would not have
been possible without the
loyal support of visitors
and readers who voted for
uShaka Marine World.

“Their continued
confidence in the brand
serves as both an honour
and a motivation to keep
raising the bar.”

As uShaka Marine World
celebrates this milestone,
it remains committed to
creating magical moments,
inspiring a love for
marine life, and providing
unforgettable family
experiences. The public is
encouraged to visit uShaka
to enjoy everything on offer.

If you would like to submit feedback or
contribute to eThekwini Weekly Bulletin

Email: news.desk@durban.gov.za
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