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CITY WELCOMES R23 BILLION
EXPANSION OF SIBAYA'S PRECINCT

-

THEKWINI Mayor
Councillor Cyril Xaba
has welcomed the R23
billion expansion of
the Sibaya Coastal Precinct,
as property developers
Devmco, officially broke
ground on its expansive
infrastructure rollout across
the precinct. This marked a
significant achievement as the
development moves towards
interconnected nodes within
the precinct.
The next phase of the mixed-
use development will include
400 residential units, 100
000 square meters of retail
and office space, a medical
node, and flagship hospitality
developments spanning over
1000 hectares among others.
This will make it integrated
and sustainable, with lifestyle

and convenience at the centre.

The event on 19 June was
attended by the KwaZulu-
Natal Premier Thami

Ntuli, MEC for Economic
Development, Tourism,
and Environmental Affairs
Reverend Musa Zondi, Mayor
Xaba, and other key business
stakeholders.

Mayor Xaba said: “The
Sibaya Coastal Precinct marks
a defining chapter in the
growth and transformation
of our City. It is the strong
partnership between Devmco
and eThekwini Municipality
that has ensured that this
development progresses to
what we see today,” he said,
highlighting the developers
confidence in the City.

With a projected investment
value of R23 billion and an
estimated R3.8 billion in
revenue from property rates
over an eight-year period, this

The City welcomes the R23 hillion expansion of the Sibaya Coastal Precinct. Pictured at the event
was KwaZulu-Natal Premier Thami Ntuli, MEC for Economic Development, Tourism, and Environmental
Affairs Reverend Musa Zondi, eThekwini Mayor Councillor Cyril Xaba, and business stakeholders.

development promises to be a
true economic game-changer.
“We are confident that there
will be transformation benefits

for the people of Wards

58 and 102, and indeed

for the broader eThekwini
community,” he added.
Since its inception, Sibaya
has been a symbol of success.
In 2018, it achieved the
highest value in property
transfers in the country. Just
in the past 18 months alone,
over R1.5 billion in property
transfers were recorded,

a clear signal of investor
confidence and sustained
demand in the precinct.
Mayor Xaba said government
is playing their role in

enabling critical road
infrastructure upgrades.
“These include key arterial
networks such as the M4,
M27, Sibaya Drive, and the
relevant N2 interchanges.
These upgrades are a
necessity to catalyse
development in the area in a
sustainable way.

The collaboration between
government and the private
sector is crucial to grow the
economy.”

The socio-economic returns
include an expected growth
from R219 million to R770
million annually in rates
revenue for the Municipality
from 2025 to 2032 with
20 000 permanent jobs
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and 50 000 temporary jobs
created during and after
construction.

The empowerment of
local communities through
targeted procurement,
training, and employment
is already in motion through
the Inkanyiso Programme.
Finally, opportunities for small
and emerging businesses,
especially youth-owned
enterprises,has also been
prioritised.

Brad Winstanley, Commercial
Director at Devmco Group,
said this marks the beginning
of a new era in integrated
coastal living. “This ribbon
cutting signals the start of the
infrastructure phase.”



HOLLYWOODBETS DURBAN JULYTO
INJECT R690M INTO ECONOMY
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The Hollywoodbets Durban July is expected to bring an economic
boost to the City when it is hosted on 5 July. Around 45 000
people are expected to attend the event.

IT is that time of the year
where all roads will lead

to Durban for the event of
the year, the Hollywoodbets
Durban July taking place at
the Hollywoodbets Greyville
Racecourse on 5 July.

This year’s theme ‘Marvels
of Mzansi’ celebrates South

Africa’s rich heritage, cultural
diversity, and breath-taking
landscapes, paying tribute

to the nation’s extraordinary
achievements.

The Hollywoodbets Durban
July is one of the major
events on the City’s calendar
and is a drawcard that brings
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people from across country
and beyond to Durban. It

is an event that has a huge
economic impact on the City.

The City anticipates that
about 45 000 people will
descend on Durban for
the horseracing event.
Projections show a R278.6
million boost in direct spend
and R689.4 million GDP
contribution. Also, 4 403
jobs jobs are expected to be
created during this period.

Businesses across various
sectors, including the
informal economy, will also
experience a boost. Other
sectors set to benefit from
the Durban July are fashion
and textile, transportation,
restaurants, hair and beauty,
and businesses selling
fast food.

EThekwini Mayor Councillor
Cyril Xaba urged everyone to
celebrate the vibrant spirit of
Durban as the City transforms
into a hub of glamour,
excitement, and world-class

entertainment.

“Come and experience

the thrill of the races, the
stunning fashion, and the
unforgettable moments that
make the Durban July a must-
attend event. Whether you're
a punter, a horse racing
enthusiast, or simply looking
to enjoy a fabulous day, come
and be part of this iconic
celebration,” said

Mayor Xaba.

There is a line-up of exciting
events taking place over

the Durban July weekend
including Fact Durban Rocks,
Anywhere in Your City, Any
Given Sunday, Mojo’s July
Weekend, and the All White
Maxi’s Lifestyle Party among
others. Winter season events
in Durban bring much-needed
economic spin-offs, especially
for the local tourism and
hospitality sectors.

For more details visit www.
visitdurban.travel or

follow @DBNTourism on
social media platforms.

CITY HONOURS REMARKABLE BUSINESSES
DURING DURBAN TOURISM BUSINESS AWARDS

THE 4th annual Durban
Tourism Business Awards
honoured innovation and
excellence within the tourism
sector, providing a platform
to showcase Durban as the
best tourism and investment
destination.

Durban Tourism received
161 entries for the awards.
The prize giving ceremony
saw winners from the 17
categories walk away with
cash and development
prizes to boost their tourism
businesses.

Simon Sibiya, a rickshaw
puller who operates along the
promenade, walked away with
the Best Rickshaw Award for
his outstanding work.

The Accommodation (Hotel)

Mushroom Lounge and Café received the Exceptional Hospitality
Award from eThekwini Mayor Councillor Cyril Xaba at the Durban
Tourism Business Awards. Pictured from left is Kwenzi Ndlovu-
Mbambo (co-owner), businessman Vivian Reddy, Chairperson of
the Economic Development and Planning Committee Councillor
Thembo Ntuli, Mageza Mbambo (co-owner) and Mayor Xaba.

and MESE (Meetings,
Exhibitions, and Special
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Events) Awards was won by
Coastlands uMhlanga.

The Accommodation
(Non-hotel) Award saw View
Boutique Hotel and Spa take
home the prize.

Gary’s Horses won the
Exceptional Visitor Experience
Award while KasLam Events
took home the award
for Events Owners and
Promoters.

The winner of the Tour
Operators Award was Durban
Fever Travel and Tours while
Sanele Mvuyane was named
the winner for the Tour Guides
Award.

Gugu Mobile Boutique
walked away with the award
for Best Crafter while Wheels
on Waves took the Universally
Accessible and Green
Sustainability Award.
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CITY INVESTS OVER R55 MILLION TO
STRENGTHEN LOCAL INFORMAL ECONOMY

ETHEKWINI Municipality,
through the Business Support,
Tourism, Markets, and
Agri-Business Directorate,

has allocated around R55.4
million in capital funding for
the 2025/26 financial year to
enhance market and business
infrastructure across the City.
These initiatives, set to begin
on 1 July 2025, are aimed at
continuing to support small
businesses, improving working
conditions, and driving local
economic growth.

Among the major investments
is the R10 million Bovine Head
Traders’ Shelter, providing

a dedicated and improved
space for informal traders.
This initiative aims to enhance
trading conditions, ensuring

a safer and more structured
environment for vendors. The
R8 million Sibusiso Mdakane
Container Park will offer secure
spaces for small enterprises,
allowing them to operate in

a professional and organised
setting.

A further R7 million has been
allocated to the Dalton Hostel
Business Hive, equipping
entrepreneurs with workspace
and essential business support
services. Additionally, the
Municipality has committed
R16.17 million to refurbish
retail market buildings,
including those in oThongathi,
Hammarsdale, Bangladesh,
and Berea, improving safety,
hygiene, and customer
experience.

A significant R1.2 million will
also be invested in upgrading
the air conditioning system in
the Bulk Market sales halls,
with completion expected

by December this year. The
project aims to create a more
comfortable and efficient
trading environment for
vendors and customers.
Chairperson of the City's
Economic Development and

Planning Committee Councillor
Thembo Ntuli said the
Municipality has reaffirmed its
dedication to supporting small,
medium, and micro enterprises
and strengthening

informal trade.

“We remain committed
to investing in this sector,

as demonstrated by the
continuous implementation of
new projects, refurbishments
in existing infrastructure, and
ongoing skills development
training.”

Councillor Ntuli said this
investment underscores
the City’s strategy to create
sustainable and dignified
trading environments, ensuring
that local entrepreneurs and
traders can operate effectively.
“By modernising infrastructure
and fostering business growth,
eThekwini Municipality is
laying the foundation for a
more dynamic and inclusive
economic landscape.”

FUNCTIONAL UPGRADE OF
NTUZUMA 2 PUMPSTATION

THE R55.5 million functional
upgrade of the Ntuzuma 2
Pumpstation is making steady
progress with 70 percent of the
work complete.

The project aims to enhance
the mechanical and electrical
components of the pump
station. The project is
scheduled to be completed

in November this year. The
pumpstation and its pumps
are old and have reached their
design life. This has caused
the pumps being unable to
efficiently pump water to
dependent reservoirs, resulting
in intermittent supply provided
to communities.

Project Manager Binay
Maharaj said the scope of the
functional upgrade includes
installing new pumps and
the replacement of the motor
control centre. “This work
is a permanent solution,
it's a full mechanical and

A contractor is working round the clock to complete the
functional upgrade of the Ntuzuma 2 Pumpstation.

electrical upgrade including
all control and instrumentation
equipment. We are also
installing redundant pumps

so that if one pump fails, the
other one can be utilised.

The purpose is to increase the

3 ETHEKWINIWEEKLY BULLETIN ISSUE 419

reliability of the station,”

he said. The pumpstation will
operate in fully automated
mode having been fitted with
a new telemetry system which
will enable the control room to
monitor its operation.

CITY SUPPORTS
THE OCEAN
ECONOMY

THE City’'s Economic
Development Programmes
and Planning Directorate

is committed to fostering
economic development

and transformation through
strategic partnerships.
Following a call for proposals,
the eThekwini Maritime
Cluster was selected as the
most responsive to implement
the Maritime Industry
Development Programme.
The ocean economy plays a
vital role in global trade, with
approximately 80 percent of
international goods transported
by sea.

The Port of Durban is central
to this, handling 21 million
total equivalent units, 923
vessels, and a variety of cargo
as of March 2025.

As South Africa’s leading
multi-cargo port, Durban
handles 65 percent of the
nation’s container volume,
making it a critical gateway to
KwaZulu-Natal and the broader
African region.

The maritime transport
sector is a key driver of
Durban’s economy, supporting
both manufacturing and
logistics. Recognising this,
the eThekwini Integrated
Development Plan highlights
maritime development
as a priority to enhance
connectivity, boost economic
activity, and generate
employment.

It aims to position Durban
as a Smart Coastal Port City
Region aligned with national
goals for ocean economy
growth.

To support this vision,
a three-year Memorandum of
Agreement from 1 July 2025
to 30 June 2027 will be
established between eThekwini
Municipality and
the eThekwini Maritime
Cluster. The Municipality has
allocated a total of R12.1
million (excluding VAT) over
three years to fund this
initiative.




SEVEN INNER CITY PROBLEM BUILDINGS TACKLED

SEVEN buildings in the inner
city are being renovated to
make them structurally safe
and painted to improve the
aesthetic appeal. This forms
part of ongoing initiatives

of the Problem Building
Division to eradicate bad
buildings in the City. Some
buildings are being sealed

so they cannot be illegally
occupied. This initiative forms
part of the ongoing Inner-city
Regeneration Programme that
aims to restore eThekwini,
making it safe and clean and
building business and investor
confidence.

While some property

owners have undertaken to
repair and renovate their
buildings, others have ignored
the notices by the City to
maintain their buildings.

In this case, if the budget
allows, the City undertakes

to do minor repairs to

ensure that the building

MAN ARRESTED FOR DIESEL THEFT :
: HOLD PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

THE Municipal Demarcation

: Board (MDB) is set to embark
* on an important public

: consultation process in

: eThekwini, inviting residents

: and stakeholders to actively

: participate in shaping the

: ward boundaries for the

: upcoming 2026 Local

. Government Elections.

: This engagement is a

: vital step in ensuring fair

: representation and effective

: local governance. Recognising
: past challenges, where

: public understanding of the

: process was limited, the

: MDB embarked on extenstive
i awareness campaigns.

A man purporting to be a
Municipal employee was
nabbed while fraudulently
filling diesel at a petrol station
used to refuel City vehicles.

A MAN purporting to be
an eThekwini Municipality
employee was caught
red-handed fraudulently

If you would like to submit feedback or
contribute to eThekwini Weekly Bulletin

Email: news.desk@durban.gov.za

is structurally sound and
bills the owner for the work
undertaken. If the building

filling diesel at one of the
petrol stations where the
City’s fleet refuel. The man
was arrested after a tip-off
from the Municipal City Fleet
Directorate stating that there
are Municipal vehicles filling
diesel more than 10 times a
day. Forensic Investigators
from the Municipality’s City
Integrity and Investigations
Directorate conducted a
preliminary investigation
after receiving the complaint.
Director of the City Integrity
and Investigations Directorate
Jimmy Ngcobo said the
suspect did rounds everyday
filling diesel at over 15 petrol
stations around the City.

“We call on the public to
report fraud and corruption
when they see it happening
by calling 0800 20 20 20 or
send an email to ombuds@
durban.gov.za,” he said.

The Problem
Buildings
Division is
ramping up
efforts to
eradicate
bad
buildings
in the City,
with plans
to renovate
seven
buildings
in the inner
city.
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is really dilapidated and
cannot be saved, it is then
demolished. Further harsh

penalties are applied to these
property owners. They could
be summoned to court and
prosecuted or face a rates
code change. This is a hefty
penalty as the imposed rate
is 24.8 times the normal
rates applied on the property.
Should the property owner not
pay the debt, the City could
apply to the court for a sale
in execution to recover funds.
EThekwini Municipality
appeals to property owners

to ensure that their buildings
and properties are well
maintained. Those who have
undertaken to maintain

their properties are offered
numerous incentives such as
an economic development
incentive, South African
Revenue Services incentives
in urban development zones,
reduction in the development
application fees, and fast
tracking of plan applications.

MUNICIPAL DEMARCATION BOARD TO

EThekwini residents are

: encouraged to attend the

: upcoming meetings, where

: draft ward plans will be

: presented, offering a tangible
: opportunity to provide
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submissions and influence
the final boundaries.

The consultation programme
will include all the regions of
the Municipality. A meeting
was held today, 24 June at
the Tongaat Town Hall.

THE SCHEDULE FOR THE PUBLIC
CONSULTATION MEETINGS IN
ETHEKWINI IS AS FOLLOWS:

All meetings start at 9am.

DATE : 25 June
VENUE : Magaba
Community Hall

DATE : 26 June
VENUE : Durban Botanic
Gardens

This initiative aims to
empower residents with the
knowledge needed to make
informed contributions to
the delimitation process.
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