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By 2030 eThekwini will be Africa’s most cén'ng and Iiveabl City

SUCCESSFUL COMRADES MARATHON
BRINGS ECONOMIC BOOST

S THOUSANDS of
runners crossed the
finish line of the
Comrades Marathon, a
different kind of endurance race
began, one without cheering
crowds. The swift, strategic,
and synchronised effort by the

Cleansing and Solid Waste
(CSW) Unit teams often begins
while the final celebrations are
still underway. The goal was
to restore the City’s streets
and environment to pristine
condition within hours.

The 2025 edition of the
world-famous ultra-marathon,
which stretches across nearly
90 kilometres between

Pietermaritzburg and Durban, . . .
brought together thousands of Teams from the Cleansing and Solid Waste Unit were hard at

runners and spectators. work clearing massive tons of waste after the successful 2025
The City hosted about 24 000 ~ Comrades Marathon.

runners from around the globe

and an estimated 35 000

spectators. local and international athletes  events,” he said.

Projections indicated that who participated for their Given the size of the event,
the City would receive a direct  remarkable performance. significant amounts of litter
spend of R275 308 million He thanked all partners for was also generated, which
and a GDP contribution of the delivery of yet another included water sachets, food
R681 million, with 1 800 jobs  successful Comrades Marathon. packaging, and general waste.
created. “Durban continues to be a CSW had the monumental

EThekwini Mayor Councillor premier destination for the task of clearing the tons of
Cyril Xaba congratulated the hosting of major sporting waste, including the collection
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of recyclable materials, such

as plastic, water bottles, and
cardboard which were left along
the route.

CSW deployed a well-
coordinated post-race cleaning
operation that began from Cato
Ridge. The mission was to
ensure the roads were cleaned
and reopened to traffic with
minimal disruption to road
users.

This year, approximately 48
tons of waste was collected and
safely disposed of at landfill
sites.

To reduce waste sent to landfill
sites, CSW prioritised collecting
recyclable material. Recyclables
that were predominantly
collected included cardboard
and plastic. The total amount
of waste diverted from going
to landfill sites was 11 tons.
This was sent to local recycling
facilities, reinforcing the
City’s ongoing commitment to
sustainability and circular waste
practices.

Recycling plays an
important role as it protects
the environment, creates
employment opportunities, and
reduces pollution and global
warming.

FASHION AND FLAIR SETS THE PACE FOR
HOLLYWOODBETS DURBAN JULY

WITH just weeks to go until Award was presented by the before thousands of race-day
Africa’s most glamorous horse eThekwini Municipality’s attendees on 5 July.

racing event, the Hollywoodbets Fashion Development The Hollywood Foundation has
Durban July, excitement is Programme under the Durban increased its bursary pool for
mounting. This event further Fashion Fair, in partnership with  the top three finalists to R150
reiterates that eThekwini is the Hollywood Foundation. 000. The first prize is R70

the favoured destination for The top 10 will next feature at 000, the second prize winner
sporting and other events. the Hollywoodbets Durban July  will receive R50 000, while the
This comes as the Fashion Preview Gala on 27 third place winner will receive

announcement of the top 10 June at the Gateway Theatre of  R30 00O. Other prizes for the
finalists for the Young Designer ~ Shopping, before showcasing top students include traveling

“KEEPING YOU IN THE KNOW”

to SA Fashion Week, cash from
Schweppes and Race Coast,
and gift cards from Gateway
Theatre of Shopping.

Tickets for the Hollywoodbets
Durban July are available now
via TicketPro, with general
admission from R230.

VIP hospitality packages offer
exclusive, elevated race-day
experiences.



MAYOR COMMITS TO ACCELERATE REPAIRS
AT MOBENI AND OTHONGATHI CREMATORIA

EThekwini Mayor Councillor
Cyril Xaba has assured the
community affected by the
temporary closure of the
Mobeni Heights Crematorium
that the Municipality is
accelerating the process of
restoring the facility.

Mayor Xaba visited the facility
onl0 June to see firsthand
the challenges plaguing the
crematorium.

The facility was closed three
weeks ago due to the furnaces
malfunctioning as they were
prone to overheating, resulting
in high emissions. This posed
environmental health risks to
the surrounding community.
To remedy the situation,
the Municipality has started
the process of procuring two
furnaces which will be installed
by the end of August.

The Mayor has pleaded for
patience from the affected
communities and has vowed to
monitor the repairs closely to
ensure that the facility is back
to its full operations.

“The Municipality has
allocated R14 million to repair

the furnaces and to give the
entire facility a facelift,” Mayor
Xaba said.

He added that processes
are also at an advanced stage
to repair the oThongathi
Crematorium as the
Municipality reprioritised R7

EThekwini Mayor
Councillor Cyril Xaha
visited the Mobeni
Heights Crematorium
where he assured
affected residents
that the Municipality
is accelerating the
process of restoring
the facility.

million for the replacement

of furnaces. “We anticipate
completing the work at the
oThongathi Crematorium by the
end of next month.”

The Municipality urges
residents to use nearby
crematoria during the repairs.

OVERSIGHT VISIT TO THE PORT

CHAIRPERSON of the
Governance and Human
Capital Committee Councillor
Nkosenhle Madlala was part
of a government oversight visit
to the port of Durban to assess
the functionality, infrastructure
resourcing, and operational
efficiency of the port.

The oversight visit was led

by the Deputy Minister in

the Presidency for Planning,
Monitoring and Evaluation
Seiso Mohai and the Deputy
Minister of Transport Mkhuleko
Hlengwa.

Councillor Madlala

described the visit as a clear
demonstration of national
government’s commitment
to partnering with local
stakeholders to realise
eThekwini’s economic vision.
“This is a vision of building

a resilient, inclusive economy
that generates sustainable
employment opportunities.
The Port of Durban remains a
critical anchor of that vision,
serving as a gateway for trade

Chairperson of the Governance and Human Capital Committee
Councillor Nkosenhle Madlala represented the City during a
Ministerial oversight visit to the Port of Durban.

and economic activity across
South Africa and the broader
continent,” he said.

Currently, there are several
projects underway at the port.
These include the deepening of
berths to accommodate larger
vessels, upgrading access
roads and plans for a multi-
purpose terminal, a liquid bulk

2 ETHEKWINI WEEKLY BULLETIN ISSUE 417

terminal, and a recreational
waterfront.

Councillor Madlala said while
the port infrastructure is
important, its success hinges
on seamless integration with
inland logistics and to this
end, eThekwini Municipality is
working closely with Transnet
on several catalytic projects.

Undertaking
to continue
financing youth
businesses

A SUCCESSFUL Youth
Month launch was held
where programmes to
empower young people were
unpacked by eThekwini
City Manager Musa Mbhele.
The impactful engagement
with Mbhele's Executive
Directors and the youth
took place on 5 June at the
Durban City Hall.

The engagement took

on a unique format,
consisting of a panel of six
senior City officials and

six youth representatives,
who engaged to unpack
the City’s upcoming youth
development programmes,
explaining how young
people will benefit.
Programmes planned for
this month include school
beautification projects,
recreational activities and a
host of other events, which
will be communicated.
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MARKET ACCESS AFRICA PROMOTES
SMALL-SCALE FARMERS

HE Market Access

Africa 2025

conference, held

on 2 and 3 June at
the Inkosi Albert Luthuli
International Convention
Centre, brought together
over 600 delegates from 50
countries. It aimed to address
the pressing issue of market
access for African agricultural
products.

Hosted for the second time in
Durban, the conference served
as a high-level platform for
strategic collaboration across
the agri-food value chain.

Key speakers included South
Africa’s Minister of Agriculture
John Steenhuisen and
eThekwini Mayor Councillor
Cyril Xaba, who both stressed
the importance of resilience,
innovation, and inclusivity

in building a sustainable
agricultural future.

Dignitaries such as Ghana’s
Deputy Minister of Agriculture,
Trade and Industry, Sampson
Ahi, as well as international
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The Market Access Africa conference took place recently. A
walkabout by dignitaries, including eThekwini Mayor Councillor
Cyril Xaba, allowed direct engagement between policymakers

and small-scale producers.

buyers and financial institution
representatives, also
participated.

In his keynote address,
Minister Steenhuisen outlined
South Africa’s leadership role
as Chair of the G20 Agriculture
Working Group. He called
for accelerated innovation
and technology transfer, and
advocated for a reimagined

African Growth and Opportunity
Act that better supports African
small and medium enterprises
within the sector. “We must
dismantle the non-tariff barriers
that continue to block African
producers from global markets.
African farmers deserve access,
not charity.”

The Minister highlighted the
strong performance of South

EThekwini drives strategic dialogue to
accelerate investment projects

TO ADDRESS challenges
delaying strategic investment
projects, the Presidential
eThekwini Working Group,
chaired by Mike Mabuyakhulu,
convened an Investment
Brokerage Workshop on 4 June
at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli
International Convention
Centre. The workshop brought
together key stakeholders

from government, business,
and civil society and aimed to
fast-track the implementation
of delayed projects within
eThekwini Municipality

by tackling regulatory,
infrastructural, and investment
bottlenecks. Participants
included business leaders from
the KwaZulu-Natal Growth
Coalition, Durban Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, the

Presidential eThekwini Working Group Chairperson Mike
Mabuyakhulu, eThekwini City Manager Musa Mbhele, and the
KZN Growth Coalition Co-Chairperson Moses Tembe during the
recent Investment Brokerage Workshop.

National African Federated
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and other key role
players. The workshop focused
on accelerating project
delivery and institutionalising
a sustainable investment

facilitation mechanism.
High-impact projects
discussed included the Durban
Film City-a major creative
industry initiative expected to
boost tourism.

Africa’s agricultural exports
in the first quarter of 2025,
reaching US$3.35 billion, a
notable 10 percent year-on-
year increase. He said the
growth stands as a testament
to the unwavering dedication
of the country’s farmers and
the broader agricultural sector
which is encouraging.

Local success stories were
showcased as eThekwini
Municipality’s Agri-Business
Department sponsored
10 Agri SMMEs to exhibit
at the conference. These
entrepreneurs were given
exposure to international
buyers and new markets.

Mayor Xaba described the
conference as a springboard
for long-term transformation.
“Our goal is not just to
participate, but to contribute
towards positioning Durban
and KwaZulu-Natal as a
leading agri-business hub in
Africa, anchored on innovation,
inclusivity, and long-term
sustainability.”

DURBAN TOURISM
BUSINESS AWARDS

PLANS are in place to
host the City’s 4th Durban
Tourism Business Awards
on 18 June. These awards
celebrate top tourism
businesses and individuals.
Nominated winners will
walk away with development
prizes to help elevate their
businesses. All category
winners will receive up to
R50 000 in cash, while
winners of the exceptional
achievement category will
be awarded R100 000
to attend an international
tourism exhibition or
study tour. The awards
will honour outstanding
achievements in various
categories including Service
Excellence, Development,
Entrepreneurship, the
Upcoming Filmmakers
Category, and Exceptional
Achievement Category.
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VUKARI ART FLOURISHES AFTER FIRST
DURBAN BUSINESS FAIR EXPERIENCE

INANDA-based entrepreneur
Nonhlanhla Xulu never
imagined that stepping out

of her comfort zone would
transform her business, Vukari
Art, into a thriving brand. Co-
founded with her brother, Zinto
Khanyile, Vukari Art exhibited
for the first time at the North
Regional Durban Business Fair
(DBF) which was held at Bridge
City Mall earlier this year.

This was a pivotal decision
that led to a retail presence at
uMhlanga’s Oceans Mall. “I
traded from home in Inanda
and wasn'’t exposed to other
opportunities,” Xulu recalled.
“After visiting the Sizakala
Centre and seeing an advert

on EMTV about the fair, |
applied. That decision changed
everything for our business.”
Established in 2020, Vukari
Art specialises in handcrafted
décor, cultural artwork, and
bespoke Nguni hide pieces.
Based in Inanda, the business

Support local and celebrate culture with Vukari Art, now
operating at Oceans Mall or at: www.vukari.com. Nonhlanhla
Xulu showcased at the Regional Durban Business Fair at Bridge
City Mall earlier this year, a pivotal decision that led to a retail
presence at uMhlanga’s Oceans Mall.

employs five people and
collaborates closely with local
women artisans for beadwork.
Winning Best Stand at the
DBF boosted the business’s
visibility. Following this
success, Vukari Art opened

its first store in April at the
Oceans Mall (Shop 36).
Support from the Municip ality
extended to participation in

the recent Africa Travel Indaba,

which further increased their
exposure.

Accelerator programmes propel entrepreneur

THE support small, medium,
and micro enterprises
(SMMES) receive from the
City through its accelerator
programmes is undeniable.
This was evident as the City’s
Economic Development Unit
proudly celebrated a major
milestone in the journey

of entrepreneur Bawinile

Nziminde who launched her
first clothing store under the
‘Win B-Group Vinco’ brand. A
dynamic force in the clothing
and personal protective
equipment manufacturing
sector, Nzimande is a shining
example of the impact of the
City’s accelerator programmes
on SMMEs in the region.

She is a passionate
entrepreneur operating under
the City-supported Clothing
and Textile Cluster. The store
launch took place at the Ithala
Industrial Park in uMlazi-B

Section, marking a significant
chapter in her entrepreneurial
journey. She said while it has
been a long and challenging
journey, it has been worth it.
“| attribute my success to
my patience and resilience
and the unwavering support |
have received from the City’s
accelerator Ppogrammes.
These programmes, offered
through the Economic
Development Unit, have played

Bawinile Nziminde, left,
launched her first cloth-
ing store under the ‘Win
B-Group Vinco’ brand in
uMIlazi. She is pictured
with Programmes
Manager Nelisiwe Magu-
bane. She is a success
story of the City's accel-
erator programmes.

a pivotal role in nurturing
my business into a thriving
clothing manufacturer.”

In recognition of her
dedication and innovation,
Nzimande was honoured with
the Game Changer Award at
the 2023 Accelerator Awards.

Nelisiwe Magubane,
Programmes Manager said her
achievement is testament to
the impact of the programmes
the City offers SMMEs.

Programme
unlocks
investment

MAKING it easier to do
business and cutting red
tape is key to improving
service delivery. This is
being achieved through
some of the City's support
programmes including
the Sub-National Doing
Business and the
Business Processing
Optimisation Programme.
Supporting this
endeavour is the Policy,
Strategy, Innovation and
Research Department
which has introduced
several initiatives to
automate and digitise
Municipal systems. This
work is ongoing.

Other work to promote
investment in the City

is the launch of the
Industrial Revitalisation
Programme in the South
Durban Basin, starting
with Jacobs as a pilot.
This was launched by
eThekwini Municipality
with National Treasury’s
City Support Programme.
The initiative aims to
upgrade the area through
an Eco-Industrial Park
model that supports
infrastructure, industry,
small business growth,
and urban management.
A non-profit organisation,
under the Internal
Municipal Service District
model with input from
formal and informal
businesses, will be
formed to further this
work. Another noteworthy
initiative is the Innovation
Programme which will
feature events like an
Innovation Festival

and the SHEshisa
Support Programme for
women entrepreneurs.
These events will help
strengthen economic
development in the City.
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